CEIERD

AR (C KX 2 B RIFDERS

Microscopic Observation of Karamono, a Type of Chinese Lacquerware
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Abstract

This paper reports the results of a cross—sectional study on lacquer layers mainly from carved
lacquerware that were transported to Japan along with Chinese lacquerwares from the Song Dynasty. A
fine-peeled piece of Chinese lacquerware was embedded into an epoxy resin, and a thin slice of the
cross—section of the lacquer layer was prepared and observed using an optical microscope and a scanning
electron microscope. The results indicated that based on the painting structure of Chinese lacquerware,
the denomination of carved lacquerware in previous studies that focused on the history of art does not
accurately reflect the technique of production and that some of the points on which the designation is
based are inappropriate.
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